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 Conservation, restoration and sustainability policy 

Objective of the policy 

• To aid in the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity 

• To provide social, economic, and environmental benefits, with healthy and connected 
ecosystems helping to improve food and water security, people's livelihoods 

• To mitigate and adapt climate change 

Introduction to the policy 

Ecosystems and their biodiversity underpin economic growth, sustainable development and 
human wellbeing. Yet the loss of biodiversity continues, resulting in serious reductions in 
ecosystem goods and services, negatively impacting economic prosperity and 
environmental sustainability. Overexploitation of natural resources throughout centuries has 
widely disrupted the equilibrium within ecological systems, driving changes of ecosystems 
worldwide. Earth’s ecosystems are degrading as a result of damage, unsustainable 
development and a failure to invest and reinvest in their productivity, health and 
sustainability. The well-being of the world population in the coming decades will in large part 
depend on conservation and restoration of ecosystems to maintain and enhance biodiversity 
and ecosystem services, thereby contributing to sustainable development while reducing 
environment-related risks. 

Guidelines from Public Statutory and Non-Statutory Bodies/ Committees. 

Ecological restoration, when implemented effectively and sustainably, contributes to 
protecting biodiversity; improving human health and wellbeing; increasing food and water 
security; delivering goods, services, and economic prosperity; and supporting climate 
change mitigation, resilience, and adaptation. It is a solutions-based approach that engages 
communities, scientists, policymakers, and land managers to repair ecological damage and 
rebuild a healthier relationship between people and the rest of nature. When combined with 
conservation and sustainable use, ecological restoration is the link needed to move local, 
regional, and global environmental conditions from a state of continued degradation, to one 
of net positive improvement. The second edition of the International Principles and 
Standards for the Practice of Ecological Restoration (the Standards) presents a robust 
framework for restoration projects to achieve intended goals, while addressing challenges 
including effective design and implementation, accounting for complex ecosystem dynamics 
(especially in the context of climate change), and navigating trade-offs associated with land 
management priorities and decisions. The Standards establish eight principles that underpin 
ecological restoration. Principles 1 and 2 articulate important foundations that guide 
ecological restoration: effectively engaging a wide range of stakeholders, and fully utilizing 
available scientific, traditional, and local knowledge, respectively. Principles 3 and 4 
summarize the central approach to ecological restoration, by highlighting ecologically 
appropriate reference ecosystems as the target of restoration and clarifying the imperative 
for restoration activities to support ecosystem recovery processes. Principle 5 underscores 
the use of measurable indicators to assess progress toward restoration objectives. Principle 
6 lays out the mandate for ecological restoration to seek the highest attainable recovery. 
Tools are provided to identify the levels of recovery aspired to and to track progress. Principle 
7 highlights the importance of restoration at large spatial scales for cumulative gains. Finally, 
ecological restoration is one of several approaches that address damage to ecosystems and 
Principle 8 clarifies its relationships to allied approaches on a “Restorative Continuum”. The 
Standards highlight the role of ecological restoration in connecting social, community, 
productivity, and sustainability goals. The Standards also provide recommended 
performance measures for restorative activities for industries, communities, and 
governments to consider. In addition, the Standards enhance the list of practices and actions 
that guide practitioners in planning, implementation, and monitoring activities. The leading 
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practices and guidance include discussion on appropriate approaches to site assessment 
and identification of reference ecosystems, different restoration approaches including natural 
regeneration, consideration of genetic diversity under climate change, and the role of 
ecological restoration in global restoration initiatives. This edition also includes an expanded 
glossary of restoration terminology. SER and its international partners produced the 
Standards for adoption by communities, industries, governments, educators, and land 
managers to improve ecological restoration practice across all sectors and in all ecosystems, 
terrestrial and aquatic. The Standards support development of ecological restoration plans, 
contracts, consent conditions, and monitoring and auditing criteria. Generic in nature, the 
Standards framework can be adapted to particular ecosystems, biomes, or landscapes; 
individual countries; or traditional cultures. The Standards are aspirational and provide tools 
that are intended to improve outcomes, promote best practices, and deliver net global 
environmental and social benefits. As the world enters the UN Decade on Ecosystem 
Restoration (2021–2030), the Standards provide a blueprint for ensuring ecological 
restoration achieves its full potential in delivering social and environmental equity and, 
ultimately, economic benefits and outcomes. 
 
Link: INTERNATIONAL PRINCIPLES AND STANDARDS FOR THE PRACTICE OF ECOLOGICAL 
RESTORATION. SECOND EDITION: Restoration Ecology: Vol 27, No S1 (wiley.com) 

Importance, and Implementation at KPRIET 

Shall achieve these objectives by:  

• Assessment of opportunities for ecosystem restoration 

• Improving the institutional enabling environment for ecosystem restoration 

• Planning and implementation of ecosystem restoration activities 

• Monitoring, evaluation, feedback and disseminating results 

Responsible Statutory and Non-Statutory Bodies/ Committees at KPRIET 

• Thulir Club 

• Eco Club 

• Naanal Club 

• NCC 

• NSS  

Meeting Frequency 

Once in three months 

First Implemented on First Revision on Last Revision on 

11.06.2018 19.07.2021 19.07.2021 

Details of Policy Framing Committee  

Dr. P. Geetha, Professor and Head / S&H 
Dr. S. Kanmani, Associate Professor, Civil 

 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/1526100x/2019/27/S1
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/1526100x/2019/27/S1

